CITY OF DRUID HILLS
COMMISSIONER MEETING MINUTES
For
MONDAY AUGUST 12, 2019
A.

The monthly meeting of City Commissioners was called to order by Mayor Bruce
Barbour at 7:01 PM in the Broadway Baptist Family Life Center, 4000
Brownsboro Road.

B.

Present: All Less Commissioner Thale were present.
Guests: None

C.

Minutes for the meeting held July 8, 2019 were reviewed.
No corrections were requested.
Motion to accept the Commission meeting minutes as read.
Motion made by: Westfall

D.

Seconded: Gipe

Treasurer’s Report:
See attached spreadsheets for detailed account balances.
1. Monthly financial reports:
The City has a total of $251,172.37 in available funds--$140,406.00 in the General Fund, $10,142.54 in the Road Fund and $100,623.83
in the investment Account. See expenditure details in the attached report.
2. Key expenditures in August.
Mr. Strebel reported that the City’s General Liability and Workmen’s Comp annual
insurance premiums were paid. The total for both policies was $4,779.86. This
insurance is purchase through Kentucky League of Cities.
3. FY 2018/2019 Audit.
Mr. Strebel advised that Mayor Barbour has signed the FY 2018/2019 audit
engagement letter from Charles Veeneman, CPA. The cost for this year’s audit will
be $4,200.00
Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as given:
Motion made by: Gipe

Seconded: Westfall
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E.

City Attorney Report:
City Attorney Jobson advised that the State Court of Appeals has ruled in favor of the
Kentucky League of Cities and denied Metro Louisville’s plan to take over small cities
sanitation contracts. This should end the litigation on this issue. Small cities in
Jefferson County can continue to contract for their own garbage services.

F.

OLD BUSINESS:

G.

1.

Commissioner Arnold bond in place?
Commissioner Arnold advised that he will have this done by the next meeting.

2.

Commissioner Thale progress with Metro Councilwoman McCraney’s office
re: speed humps permits or waivers?
Commissioner Thale was absent from the meeting but advised that Ms. McCraney is
getting a new assistant and is behind on requests from her constituents. She hopes to
have more information by the next meeting. Mayor Barbour is going to invite her to
the Block Party in September and to our annual Public Meeting in October.
The Commissioners again stressed the importance of having the information
collected by a neutral party when doing resident survey. It should be an independent
3rd party to canvass the neighborhood.

3.

Malfunctioning street lights @ 3905 Druid Hills Rd. and 3910 Brownsboro Rd.
Commissioner Westfall reported these lights to LG&E but they are still not working.
Can the City get a credit on their bill for the time that the lights have not been
working?

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Tree removal approvals.
No requests this month.
2. Request for Plan approvals:
No requests this month.
3. Community events.
City Clerk Westfall advised that she has a conflict with the date originally set for this
year’s Block Party --- can the date be changed from Sunday 9/15/19 to Sunday
9/22/19? Commissioner Arnold (who hosts the party) did not object and the date will
be changed. Resident swill be advised of the new date.
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4. Proposal to end printing of monthly agendas, minutes and treasurer’s reports
and transmit these documents to the Mayor, Commissioners and staff via email
only. City to provide I-pad or laptop to each person for this purpose.
City Clerk Westfall and Treasurer Strebel posed the question to the Commissioners
about ending the printing of all documents for the monthly meetings. Ms. Westfall
was concerned about the printing cost since she may no longer be able to print
everything for free. Mr. Strebel brought up several pertinent points for the
Commissioners to consider when developing a policy about the issue:
A. Does the City want to purchase the equipment or provide a stipend to each
person for them to purchase a laptop or use as a “rental” of their own personal
laptop.
B. Will need to develop a policy re: for what can a City-owned laptop can be
used?
C. What if the laptop is lost, broken or stolen? Who is responsible for
replacement?
D. Use available Wi-Fi or purchase a data plan for each unit?
E. How often will the equipment be replaced?
City staff will continue to work on this proposal.

H.

Next Meeting: Monday, September 9, 2019 at Broadway Baptist Church,
4000 Brownsboro Road.

I.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM.

